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Foral Scottish Country Dance Society, Chicage Branch December 1787
Hary Ellen Endo, Chairman Kenneth Schoon, Editor
Our 10th Anniversary: It sure doesn't seem as though it's been ten yEears Since our

group was formed. Time flies when vou're having fun'' Your editor and his wite
first became aware of the formation of this new Scettish Country Dance oroup while
attending their first [11inois Micht Wi® Burns. A flyer (reproduced on page three}
was distributed that evening inviting one and all to join the new goroup.

Classes began on Thursday evening, February 7th, in FPalos Fark, [1lincis, with
Jeannette Farrott and Mancy LeMoble i(now Ehe instructor of the McGladdery Highland
Dancers! the group’s first teachers. We had a commitment that first Thursday—but
cieared future Thursdays and joined the group at it= second meeting. We were soon
“hooked." Scottish Country Dancing was to becose an integral part of our |ives,

At that time our group had no name, no officera, and no official affiliation with
the RSCODS. We wouid soon become known as the Loch Michigan Scottish Country
Dancers i(we chose not to include Palos Fark in our name because we didn't know of
We wWould always remain in that wvillage.) The group’s first demonstration was in
September (1980) at the International Culture Festival in Hammond, Indiana. The
following year saw the first Blethers distributed. Mithin anaother year we had
hosted our first workshop and soon became &n affiliated group with the RSCOS.
David and Avril Quarrie joined us in 1982 and after the RSCDS officially
certificated them ae teachers we began to investigate the possibility of becoming a
Branch of the Bociety. Branch status was received in 1987 and our name cfficially
was changed to the Chicaso Branch of the RSCDS.

This next year we will be celebrating our [Oth anniversary. Throughout the year
the Blethers will have a special section Which will note the highlights of our
group—-10 years ago. We have planned a year-lona celebration beginning with the:

Mew Year Ball January &th. As 1= traditional, the Ball will be held at the Glendora
House 1n Chicago Ridge. Music will be provided by the fabulous Swaara (Arlene
Leitch and Bruce Patterson). You may have heard Arlene and Bruce, they played at
the Chicago Highland Games last July and also at the Scottish Fair in October.
Their music is vibrant and excitina and we are very pleased that they have agreed
to play for us in January. The hall is one of the highlights of our vear and
therefore is a great way to besin our anniversary celebration. Dinner begins at
&:30, but all are invited to arrive at 5145 or so, =0 that vou can areet your
friends, meet the dancers from ocut of town, and enjoy each other's company. We‘ll
have Sunday morning brumnch at the home of Mary Erown and John Collins. Maps to
their place will be available at the Ball. Price of the dinner-dance in #1s5.50.

Invitations were sent out last week. I you haven't received one please call dance
chairman, Ken Schoon, at (219} BA3s-8593. Your reservations should be made by
Deceaber 2Bth 8o that plans can be finalized. Myrtle Herman is again coordinating
Hospitality for out-of-town guests. Just call her or the Branch "Hot-Line" at
[(708) 95T7=-44%4,
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