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Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, Chicago Branch March, 1935

The Blethers

Ingrid Kendall, Chair Laurie Walter, Editor

It's not too sp0n 1o start making your plans for the1995 RSCDS-Chicago
Branch Weekend Workshop, to be held June 2-4 at Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN. The setting is
peaceful, the company stellar, the dancing fantastic, and the music out-of-this-worldl Teachers this year
are Robert McOwen, Johan MacLean, and Elinor Vandegrift, and music is by the ever-popular Tulloch-
gorum. Mailings have gone out, or call Barbara Cool (708-433-8704) or Marian Smith (708-869-7803).

Scholarships available: There are two $50 scholarships available for the June Workshop. You will have
to pay your own deposit. Address requests in wriing to Barbara Cool, 1232 St John's Ave., Highland
Park IL 60035-3425.

Annual General Meeting: The RSCDS, Chicago Branch, Annual General Meeting will be held at 6:00 FM
on Sunday, May 7, 1995, in the Parish Hall of St. Josaphat Church, comer of Southport and Balden
Aves. in Chicago. All members are invited and encouraged to attend this important meeting, which will be
foliowed by social dancing. Business includes the election of Branch officers and members-at-targe,
(Robin Gaston)

Dancing In Westmont: On April 9, Sunday night dance class will be held at The Salt Creek Ballet, West-
mont IL. Call Ingrid Kendall at (708) 957-4494 for directions.

Tartan Balls: The Toronto Tartan Ball is quite an experience, and | went north of the border to take
part in the festivities. More than 300 dancers filled the Concert Hall at the Royal York Hotel to dance to
Bobby Brown and the Scottish Accent. (The Concert Hall has a wonderful wooden floor, while the Ball-
room is home to the Dinner Mystery Theater.) The mood was high, the music was stelfar, and many of
the dances were encored...including a strathspey! The dancing continued to well after 1:00 in the moming.
The Tororto Ball has a couple of different traditions from our dancing in Chicago. Dances are not
briefed; you must kngw the dance before you head for the floor. Although it was scary at first (oh no,
what do | do nowl), | think it's fun, The other practice is pre-booking dance partners before and during
dinner. Many people have their dance cards full before the music starts. The Tartan Ball is a lovely,
elegan affair and | would highly recommend it to anyone looking for a way to break out of the winter
bives.

Speaking of Tartan Balls, the Scottish Cultural Society Tartan Ball scheduled for April 22 has
been postponed. Due o date conflicts, the SCS may not be able to reschedule until next Spring. As soon
as a new date is set, we'll let you know. (Ree Grisham)

TAC Summer School: The Teachers' Association of Canada Summer School is adding sessions for
musicians this year. Muriel Johnstone is the lead music teacher. While final details will not be set until
June, tentative plans call for music sessions in the afternoon and the opportunity to play for dance
classes in the morning for the more accomplished musicians. TAC has also added a "Potential Candi-
dates" class for people thinking about working on a teacher's certificate. Elizabeth Nurse, the head of the
Summer School, says this will give people an opportunity to test the waters before committing to the
time and energy of candidate preparation. (Ree Grisham)
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